The Hon. John Gerretsen
Minister of the Environment
Ministry of Environment
12th Floor, 135 St. Clair Avenue West
Toronto, Ontario
M4V 1P5

Dear Sir:  

Re: Reject the Southeast Collector Trunk Sewer Environmental Assessment Report
I am writing to request that you reject the environmental assessment report submitted by York Region for the Southeast Collector Trunk Sewer.

This Trunk Sewer is expected to partially treat and discharge approximately 930 million litres of York Region sewage PER DAY into Lake Ontario.  I say partially treated at the sewage treatment facility in Pickering since this treatment facility does not treat for pharmaceuticals and other such chemicals.  Gord Miller, the Environmental Commissioner of Ontario, has stated publicly that contraceptives, painkillers, antibiotics, anti-cancer drugs and blood-pressure drugs are already showing up in our lakes and are ending up in our drinking water.  The proposal submitted by York does not answer the question of what, if any actions, they plan to take to protect Lake Ontario and our finite source for drinking water.

I must say that I am quite upset that York Region has been allowed to grow so recklessly without proper attention to their waste management needs.  I have to ask why it is that York Region is allowed, after irresponsibly planning for its growth, to still use ancient technology that requires discharge of partially treated sewage into Lake Ontario, especially since other places like Singapore and California have implemented new technology that would reclaim clean water from sewage and put it to good use in other fields.  

Ontario is blessed to have a large supply of fresh water however, this is not to say that this supply will last forever.  Projects like York Region’s environmentally unsound plan to partially treat and release their sewage into Lake Ontario is one of the many ways in which our supply of drinking water will diminish.

This government has made numerous claims on how green it is compared to the Official Opposition.  This government, which has made quite a few statements about environmental protection, should not fail to take action when faced with opportunities to protect the environment.  I respectfully request that you require York Region to look into alternative environmentally sound ways on dealing with its own waste within its own borders and not burden the rest of Ontario with problems arising out of their own doing.   

Sincerely,

Name

Address

